
Happy New Year!  

 

Having resisted the peer pressure and Colleen’s “we should do that” for years to write an 

“End year/Thank god it’s over/Happy Christmas” letter, I’ve finally buckled in and so it 

only remains for me to swallow what’s left of my resolve and get on with it. As a last act 

of defiance, this is more of “could to be worse” rather than “happy Christmas” letter :o) 

 

So, 2010 – The year of the Good, the Bad, the Ugly and of course the hilariously funny, 

but only if it’s not happening to you :o) 

 

So the highlight of the year - Master C B Wardley and Ms K T Beattie are now graded 

grains, both completed their undergraduate degrees and graduated. Well done both of 

them!! 

 

I’m happy to report that Christopher (www.yaklich.com/photos/ccb) graduated from the 

University of Bath with a BSc in Economics. Sadly the economic realities of life are 

pressing down upon him and he now has to find gainful employment. Currently located 

in Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK, so if you need an analytical, data-driven young man, I can 

provide contact details on request :o) 

 

Katey  (www.yaklich.com/photos/ktbt) is driving forward in the medical field and as best 

I can tell has decided to train in nursing to fund her expensive medical education habit. 

Medical Education is a more expensive than a crack-cocaine habit as I understand it :o) 

 

On the subject of employment, Colleen and I continue to drive enough real estate 

business to keep us afloat despite and ugly real estate market and difficult clients. That 

said Colleen does pass the more difficult clients off to me for “assistance”. It’s a formula 

that works for her and our marketing has the “Yaklich” brand quite well known in Salinas 

Valley (www.yaklich.com) 

 

On the subject of assistance, we have acquired another family member! A male Yorkie 

call Duce who’s name was quickly changed to Grendell  

(www.yaklich.com/photos/grendell) because Colleen said “he sounds like a stripper”, so 

what do strippers sound like I wonder, but I digress. Grendell was given to me at 

Starbuck’s by an old lady who was “going into a home” and decided to play the guilt card 

on me. She told me “what am I going to do with my little dog, I have to go into a home 

and they don’t allow dogs” and he seems to really like you…. 

 

I recollect she shouted “Sucker” as she hobbled away using her zimmer frame. Turns out, 

Grendell is a better name for the marauding little brute than Duce. He does appear to be 

more of the fighter than a lover. I think one of his first incidents was to pull one of 

Tinkerbelle’s fangs out. That said, Grendell is now a family member and has a place and 

has an important role in our pack- Tinkerbelle bites him instead of Sam…. 

 

Moving along from “gnashing of teeth”. Colleen has been working in her Yoga 

certification and is just about finished. She was explaining to me that she was going to be 
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a Dominatrix once she’s certified. It must be a new kind of yoga, should be interesting. 

As I understand it she spends days in a little wooden hut, eating rice, drinking tea and 

chanting Ram-Ram, Ram-Ram. She usually comes back de-stressed and extolling the 

virtues of wooden huts, tea and rice! 

 

Speaking of interesting; I have decided to build a new airplane. I bought the airframe 

from a guy in Indiana and hauled it all the way back to California and am now collecting 

the other pieces and “know how” to complete my project (www.idaircraft.com/pl-

2_project). I know insane isn’t, but it’s a lot less sane than flying a lawnmower with 

wings I currently have (www.idaircraft.com/ran_s14).  

 

I was promoted 1st Let at CAP(USAF AUX) (www.yaklich.com/photos/mike_cap) 

and am hoping to fly for them this year as a transport pilot. To this end I qualified in a 

Beech T-34 with a complex aircraft and high-performance ratings on my license. 

 

On the topic of licenses - I’m also looking at a property management business, albeit it 

slowly and complete a broker license, actually we both are :o) 

 

Back to the lawn mover item for a moment - We’ve not done any house projects this 

year. I did manage to start building a website for our home 

(www.yaklich.com/9890_equestrian) but like most things I do, it’s half done and a work 

in progress, Colleen wanted me to say that :o) 

 

On the subject of “half-done” - We both worry about the future particularly the 

economies of Europe and the US as their respective governments spend their way out of 

debt and into economic growth. We’ve managed to stay free, but we are the only ones 

around us who have, most frustrating :o) 

 

So back to the family: So Gretchen and Gertrude 

(www.yaklich.com/9890_equestrian/9890_equestrian_project_new_goat_pen) the goats 

are fine, well as fine as goats can be. Tinkerbelle  (www.yaklich.com/photos/tinkerbelle) 

, Samson  (www.yaklich.com/photos/samson), Grendell and the “the wild dog pack” 

continue to be quite wild. Pounce “The small mountain Lion” 

(www.yaklich.com/photos/pounce) 

and Freya (www.yaklich.com/photos/freya) continue to coexist with the dogs when 

they’re not being chased out of the main yard area by the dogs in “wild pack” mode. We 

also have a couple more “outside cats” called Skits and KitKat that are enjoying our free 

medical care program and food. 

 

And life continues to be a full and interesting, less interesting might be better… 

 

We are constantly reminded how important family and friends, so if you’re getting this 

letter it’s because we care about you so keep in touch. 

 

Mike and Colleen.  
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